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NOTES FROM THE STATE 
CONFERENCE. 


The New Jersey State Confer- 
ence of Charities and Correction 
met in Jersey City on February oth, 
roth and 11th. The speakers were 
without exception men and women 
who had practical and practicable 
messages to deliver. The only 
criticism to be made was that there 
were too many speakers, and they 
did not confine themselves to the 
time limit set, thus unduly extend- 
ing the sessions. 

x-Governor Stokes cited many 
figures showing the over-crowded 
condition of the various  institu- 
tions of the State and said: “Pre- 
vention is one salvation, and this 
can only come by a scientific inves- 
tigation of the cause of crime and 
mental deficiency. The State ought 
to have a commission to investi- 
cate this. This should be deemed 
as very important in a State where 
criminals and dependents — cost 
about forty per cent. of the State’s 
annual expenditure.” He spoke 
very highly of the work done by the 
‘Tenement Commission: the estab- 
lishment of special classes in the 
Public Schools, and the value of 
the Probation System. 

Commissioner of Charities Wight 
emphasized the need of expert in- 
vestigation into the causes, and 
spoke of the large number of de- 
pendents, defectives and delin- 
quents, who may be traced back to 
but few families—showing that in 
many cases if provision had been 
made in time the State might have 


been saved thousands of dollars. 
| Mr. Amos W. Butler of Indiana 
in his Presidential Address before 
the National Conference of Chari- 
ties and Correction, speaking along 
these same lines refers to a study 
of 803 families, consisting of 3048 
members. Of these in 1748 cases 
either or both parents were known 
to be feeble minded. In 312 fami- 
lies feeble mindedness was found 
in two or more generations, and in 
their offspring there is 61.2 per 
cent. of inherited defect | 
oe —— ——— 


Mr. Wm. H. Allen believes that 
publicity is one of the strongest 
forces for reform, and says, ‘The 
truth about our reformatories. 
about the boys who live there, 
about the jails from which they 
come, about the police courts 
whose mismanagement contributes 
much to filling reformatories, about 
truancy laws uninforced, about 
school curricula not fitted to child- 
ren’s needs and_ possibilities, will 
do more to educate public opinion 
in New Jersey than a ten-million 
tund for the study of social condi- 
tions.” : 

a 


Dr. Frederick C. Jacobson said 
among other things—in speaking 
of Medical Inspection of Public 
School children, “The hours a child 
studies must be regulated accord- 
ing to his individual ability. The 
medical supervision which our 
present knowledge demands, is: 
I*irst, a daily inspection of all chil- 
dren suspected of, or especially lia- 
ble to, infectious disease; second, 
frequent (monthly) inspections of 
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THE TRAINING SCHOOL 





at Vineland and the entire party made 
atour of inspection of the Training 


School grounds. Before leaving, 
lunch was served in the ‘‘Social Club’’ 
rooms. Camden Council has long 


been a member of our Association and 
it is fitting that the members should 
be more familiar with the Institution. 

On September 16th, the State organ- 
ization of the Brotherhood of America, 
about one hundred and fifty strong, 
visited us in the early evening. The 
members were shown fully over the 
grounds and at Garrison Hall the 
Superintendent explained the relation- 
ship between our work and the work 
of the public schools and _ ealled 
particular attention to the lessons in 
training thru the hand which may be 
so easily applied in the training of 
norma! children. 

The Grand Council of the Order of 
Poecohontas spent Tuesday evening, 
October 22nd with us. About one 
hundred and fifty ladies and a number 
of gentlemen were present. At 7.30 
an entertainment consisting of drills, 
solos, recitations, band music,ete., was 
given by the children. Then followed 
a talk by the Superintendent illustrat- 
ed by lantern slides and at 10.00 p. m. 
the party was escorted to inspect the 
new Kobison eottage. The children 
were all in bed but very few awakened 
as the visitors went thru from top to 
bottom. All expressed themselves as 
pleased with what they saw and the 
officers of the Senool were most 
pleasantly surprised at receiving the 
following day a gift from the Grand 
Council, of $33.70, with a kind note of 
appreciation. 

We wish to heartily thank the Grand 
Council for its kindness, Dr. Wittmore 
for his encouraging remarks and Mrs. 
Dutton and Mrs. Gamble for bringing 
all this about. 

These visits are good for two rea- 
sons. They help the Training Schoo! 


and the cause of the deficient child by 
making him better understood and 
they help those who come by giving 
them a new and closer view of the In- 
stitutions of their State. 
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We make a Club offering of THE 
TRAINING ScHOOL—regular price 25ec. 
and “The Supplement” regular price 
d0e., both to the same address for one 
year for 75ec. These are the best rates 
possible to keep us from losing money. 
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FALL WORK. 


This has been a very busy Fall in 
the industrial department. As we 
grow older repairs increase and more 
painting must be done; besides this we 
had several minor necessary improve- 
ments to increase our efficiency. The 
roof of Garrison Hall has been re- 
paired. Our fire lines have been ex- 
tended (to cover the North group of 
cottages) from the six inch main, and 
this has been connected with the old 
three inch line. A new cess pool has 
been dug for Seguin cottage. The 
steam and hot water conduit from the 
New Robison to the Hospital is com- 
pleted and that from the Wilbur to 
Moore is almost done. The grading 
around the new building is more than 
half done. The new pump has been 
placed in the Well house and is a most 
satisfactory addition to our plant. Thi 
Cattell kitchen range has been torn 
out andanew one put in its place, 
thus providing adequate facilities 
there fora long time. Over two hun- 
dred tons of ensilage has been put up 
so that our cattle may have plenty of 
juicy feed during the winter. Putting 
the corn up in this way (stalk, leaf and 
ear) while it is green keeps it as’ fresh 
as tomatoes are when eold canned. 





